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because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. □ Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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I. Claims 1-6, 10-15 relate to a method and a device characterized 
in that the recording or reproduction laser beam output setting is 
modified depending on whether data is recorded in the area of the other 
recording layer superimposed on the upper portion of an area where 
recording is performed. 

II. Claims 7, 16 relate to a method and a device characterized in 
that the recording state of the other recording layer nearer to the laser 
beam incident surface is checked and when the area whose recording state 
is checked contains a portion where data is recorded and a portion where 
no data is recorded, the area for recording data is moved to another 
area. 

III. Claims 8, 9, 17, 18 relate to a method and a device characterized 
in that the recording state of the other recording layer nearer to the 
laser beam incident surface is checked and when the area whose recording 
state is checked contains a portion where data is recorded and a portion 
where no data is recorded, dummy data is recorded in the portion where 
no data is recorded, after which data reproduction or recording is 
performed. 

IV. Claims 19-22 relate to an optical information 
recording/reproduction medium in which recording layer management 
information of one recording layer is recorded in each recording 
management information area of one or more recording layers farther from 
the laser beam incident surface than the aforementioned one recording 
layer . 
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